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SPORTFISH-KELP HABITAT PROJECT 
Prepared by Peter L. Haaker 
Vessel: R/V KELP BASS 
Dates : October 16-20, 1972 ' 
Locality: Santa Catalina Island and Palos Verdes Peninsula. 
Purpose: 1. To collect kelp plants for transplant to Abalone 
Cove. 
2. To set up an experimental study site at Santa 
Catalina Island. 
3. To investigate new areas for kelp transplants. 
Procedure: Kelp was collected by divers in Isthmus Harbor, Santa 
Catalina Island and transported to Abalone Cove for 
transplantation.. A kelp transplantation experiment was 
established in the Isthmus Harbor area, to determine 
effects of removal and transportation of kelp. New areas . 
for initiating kelp transplants were investigated. 
Results: ' Fif ty-two Macrocystis plants were transplanted from 
Isthmus Harbor to Abalone Cove. 
. 
In the transplant experiment on Catalina Island, six 
plants were held on the KELP BASS, three in the bait tank 
and three on deck kept continually wet. After 4 hours, 
these plants were secured to the bottom. Eight kelp 
plants were pried off the bottom and immediately secured 
to the prepared substrate without being removed from 
the water.. 
Malaga Cove, Palos Verdes Peninsula, was investigated as 
a possible site for initiating new kelp transplants. The 
area was found unsuitable because of the density of low 
growi'ng red algae, and unfavorable bottom type. 
I 
Personnel: Marco Mazarovich, Vessel Captain 
Kenneth C. Wilson, Biologist-in-charge 
Pete Haaker, Biologist 
